on. We are aware that there are many in the profession, who think that too much attention has been paid to pathology, and that the study of disease has been sacrificed to the mania of hunting after the prismatic hues of morbid textures ; this is an objection which could arise only from the limited sense in which the word pathology has been used by this class, having reference, in their opinion, only to appearances after death. But, happily for the science and the valetudinarian world, these are opinions peculiar to a very small portion of the profession. The great competition, and the better order of intellect which are now brought to the study of this subject, aided by the valuable works of our indefatigable neighbours, the French, together with our own native talent, render it unnecessary for us to refute the absurd objections which are advanced against the cultivation of this particular branch of medical science.
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Dr. Alison's Outlines of Pathology. 307 Pathology has been divided into many classes; but the most important for our consideration is that into general and special. General pathology means an abstract study of disease, whilst special pathology is confined to those diseases which have a peculiar characteristic feature, which distinguishes them from all other diseases. This division has advantages over the other divisions, into internal and external, either of which may be cultivated independently of the other ; whilst general and special pathology are so intimately connected, that the study of the one necessarily involves the study of the other.
Objections may be urged against this division into general and special, we are well aware, as tending to prolong the study of disease. Perhaps, to the practitioner, special pathology is more useful, which affords him a clear knowledge of particular diseases, but, as we have already observed, this cannot exist without implying general pathology. There are certain forms which all diseases have in common; but in particular diseases there are certain distinguishing traits, which are the immediate object of special pathology. General pathology, too, has its disadvantages, for it takes but an abstract view of disease, and from abstraction to error there is but a step.
The first thing for consideration in the study of disease, is a definition, next an exposition of symptoms and causes, then the diagnosis and prognosis, and, lastly, the mode of cure. There is another very important point to observe in the study of general pathology?to pursue that course which is conformable to the study of particular diseases ; the mind thus acquires a certain order, by which it arranges its thoughts and classes its several degrees of knowledge.
The abundant supply of standard works on pathology which is daily issuing from the press, both in this country and the Continent, has, at least, removed the charge of neglect with which the profession treated this subject, and affords a reasonable hope of advancing this particular branch to a degree of certainty, which the older writers despaired of attaining. To However, he admits that poisons exert some power through the medium of the brain and nerves, more especially when they have been absorbed into the circulation.
He rejects altogether the idea of classing poisons according to the mode in which death ensues, which will in general vary with the dose. Oxalic acid acts upon the nervous system, when exhibited in small doses, whilst in large doses, it suspends directly the action of the heart. Arsenic, when taken in large doses, occasions death by its effects upon the heart, before any inflammation ensues, which is the point to be dreaded, when it is exhibited in small doses.
He next proceeds to notice the effects of dangerous haemorrhage upon the living body, and offers some judicious remarks upon the rapid sinking of the heart's action in violent haemorrhage. The " The well-ascertained fact, that the morbific effect of these poisons is remarkably increased by debility and inanition, and diminished by fulness and excitement of the vascular system, gives good reason to believe that their action is consequent on their absorption into the blood ; because it appears, that by these circumstances absorption is remarkably increased or diminished."
He next proceeds to consider the deranged action of the heart, which he ranks under the three heads of deficient action, inordinate or irregular action, and painful action. To point out here the common symptoms which attend its deficient action, when syncope ensues, is, we apprehend, unnecessary, being such as all medical men are acquainted with. But there are particular changes which occur in the nervous system not so well understood, and which appear to be chiefly influenced by the condition of the vascular system. This state depends, he says, upon the suddenness with which the depression in the heart's action is effected.
" When it takes place slowly, the impulse of the blood on the brain and nerves being very gradually diminished, the nervous system suffers in the first instance very little, and the pulse may become imperceptible, and the skin quite cold, before the senses are obscured, or the intellect sensibly impaired. The senses of sight and hearing are generally the first that are blunted in such cases; but the mind is clear, voluntary motions, though enfeebled, may often be performed with precision ;?and the sensation which prompts to acts of respiration is so entire, that a heavy and laborious breathing is gradually produced, evidently depending, not on any impediment to the access of air to the lungs, but simply on the increasing difficulty with which the enfeebled heart propels the blood through the lungs. This is the state of the symptoms in many cases of disease when there is imminent danger of death by syncope. In such cases, the pulsations of the heart become usually more frequent as they become feebler.
But when the heart's action is rapidly depressed, as by haemorrhage, or violent mental emotion, the sudden diminution of the pressure on the brain and nerves, like other sudden changes in the condition of these parts, powerfully affects the functions of the nervous system ; and there is vertigo, tinnitus aurium, and the other symptoms attending syncope. In such cases the diminution of sensation is often such that the act of respiration, as well as all perceptible action of the heart, may be nearly or certainly suspended for a time, without any bad consequence.
We therefore see fits of syncope, or a tendency to it, brought on either by loss However intimate this relation, it does not necessarily imply a dependence of the heart's action on nervous influence, though many of the older writers argued strongly in favour of it. That the brain and nervous system extend their influence to the heart is admitted, but not to the extent of regulating its healthy functional movements. Any violent impressions made upon this system will, through its ganglionic connexions, reach the heart, disturbing rather than regulating its movements. In all cases of inordinate action, where organic disease does not exist, or where the muscular substance of the heart is not increased, the indications of cure are, to invigorate the vascular system, in which the nervous generally shares. It is well known that, as the heart becomes weaker, it is more easily excited to contractions, and its functions are sooner disturbed. Under this painful action of the heart, angina is ranked, which, he says, depends immediately on impressions made on the sensitive nerves of the heart. Though not necessarily implying organic disease of the heart, it rarely occurs where such "derangement does not exist. But the mode of cure would lead us to suppose that it depended much upon plethora, as we find it always much relieved by local or general bleeding. In irritable weak constitutions, palpitations will often occur, upon a transition from exercise to repose ; by which means a larger supply of blood is thrown upon the heart, when the capillary circulation is checked. It is needless to say, that where any mechanical opposition to the heart's .action exists, it will be more easily disturbed; when ossification of any of the valves occur, syncope will more frequently happen, which in this condition is pregnant with danger. By means of the stethoscope we can easily ascertain, at a very early period, when disease of this kind exists. In the -first place, the heart becomes enlarged, in which the aorta often participates. The state of hypertrophy is proved by the increased impulse which it comanunicates to the parietes of the thorax. We detect an alteration in the sounds of the heart's action, occasioned by the resistance offered to the ^current of blood, and the strong efforts of the heart to overcome it. 
